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Town of Farmington, CT 
Office of the Town Manager 

Special Town Council Meeting 
 
 

**PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS MEETING WLL BE ONLINE**  
 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87536197706 
 

Telephone Call in Information: 
 

Dial: 1 301 715 8592 
 

Webinar ID:  875 3619 7706 
 

DATE:  February 25, 2021 
(Council Members are asked to call the Town Manager’s office if 
they are unable to attend the meeting.) 
 

TIME:  7:00 P.M. 
 
PLACE: Online- Web Conference  
 

AGENDA 
A. Call to Order 

 
B. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
C. Public Comment 

 
D. Consideration of Special Topics  
 

1. That the Town Council discuss and give direction on the future of 
the 1928 High School Building. 

 
E. New Business 

 
F. Executive Session 
   None 

 
G. Adjournment 
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MOTION       Agenda Item D-1 
 
That the Town Council discuss and give direction on the future of the 1928 
High School Building. 
 
NOTE: 
 
At the February 16, 2021 Special Town Council meeting, there was a 
preliminary discussion regarding establishing a Town Council Ad-Hoc 
Committee to review the options for the future use of the 1928 building as a 
separate referendum question. This motion was tabled for further discussion.  
 
I propose the following topics be discussed at tonight’s meeting: 
 

1. 900 wing vs. 1928 Building for FPS Central Offices  
The 900 wing is proposed to be renovated for the FPS Central 
Office/locker rooms. The architect determined that the 900 wing meets 
the space needs for FPS Central Office, and it costs less to renovate 
the 900 wing (approximately $6.0 M), than to renovate the 1928 
Building (approximately $10M). Another factor was that the 
reimbursement for the renovation of the 900 wing seems to be more 
favorable than the reimbursement for the renovation of the 1928 
Building. The proposed use of the 900 wing instead of the 1928 
Building was a result of a competitive design process that allowed us 
to meet the educational needs at the best value.  
  

2. Time of Project/Implication on 1928 Building 
Students will continue to occupy the 1928 Building for the next several 
years. Should the proposed FHS Building Project pass at referendum, 
the 1928 building would continue to be occupied for its current use as 
classroom space until the demolition of the existing high school facility, 
which is tentatively scheduled for Summer of 2024. Therefore, it may 
not be necessary to include the 1928 Building as a separate 
referendum question in early June. 
 

3. Points to guide the discussion on the decision of 1928 Building  
a. The 1928 Building is a landmark in our community and has 

sentimental value to many residents. 
 

b. Both the Town and the community have space needs. But the 
Town has not thoroughly examined the cost to meet those 
needs. Further analysis could conclude that there are more 
economical solutions to meet our space needs, as older 
buildings are costly to renovate. That said, the fact that we have 
a potentially vacant, iconic building that could be available for 
our use in the near future warrants further discussion. 
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4. Deferring the Decision  

a. Deferring the decision, and not taking any action on the 1928 
building, will provide the Town more time to study the options 
(demolish, mothball, renovate).  
 

b. Additional time will allow the Town to complete a formal needs 
assessment. 

 
c. Deferment would provide ample time for public participation and 

input. 
 

Overall, there does not appear to be a downside for deferring the decision 
and not including the 1928 Building as a separate question on the FHS 
referendum.  

  
If the Town Council chooses to defer the decision, I would recommend the 
following:  
 

• Direct the FHS Building Committee to remove the demolition of the 
1928 building from the proposed project scope. 
 

• Upon a successful referendum, the Town Council should regroup and 
begin establishing a charge for a 1928 Building Committee.  
 

• The FHS Building Committee will communicate that the 1928 
Building is not being demolished as part of the project, that no 
action on the building will take place for a few years since 
students will still occupy the building, and that the Town 
Council will establish a committee, after a successful 
referendum, to study the options for the 1928 Building.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


